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brings her friend here so nicely and openly* Be-
sides, Mr* Bright is a gentleman/*
"Gentlemen are me% you know^ Anna/* said
father.
How could Rosa be blamed3 with all that Belle
had continually before her eyes? Auntie asked
herself that Stephen brought her a book> an old
brooch5 an ornament5 but nothing more; auntie
had to remind herself sharply of what she was
thinking^ for she found that she was saying that
it was dull for Rosa. She whipped up her thoughts
agains lashing Belle with her tongue5 no thoughts
were bad enough for Belle3 no words. There was
Miriam Rambert, so bold at school that they said
she would never do good, there was Miriam en-
gaged to a steady young fellow while Belle------
"Am I ruined?55 said Belle in that insolent voice.
Auntie gathered herself together for another
attack,
"When Father Ghezzi came to speak to you,
Belkj what did you do? You looked him in the
face so brazenly and walked out without a word5
you didn't even wish him. Oh, Belle, it breaks my
heart You could have married so well and settled
down here so happily with your husband/"
"I'd rather die than stay in this place/' said
Belle, and for the first time she spoke passionately,
"That is what you want to drag me down to, you
and Father Ghezzi and all of you. You keep us
here where we have no hope, the one place that
Is fatal for us. You can't help me and you won't
let me help myself, but I shall in spite of you.